
 

 

ST. LUKE’S ANGLICAN CHURCH, PALERMO 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Sunday, March 27, 2021 ◊ 10:00 am 
 

 
 

The Reverend Garfield Wu – Presider & Preacher 
 
 

Welcome to St. Luke’s! 
 

We are glad to be able to worship with you in person. Our service will look 
a little different than usual this week as we take precautions to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19. Though this time may bring challenges, we know 
that nothing can separate us from the love of God. 
 

None of us comes to church by accident. No matter what joys, burdens, or 
problems you bring with you this day, we pray that God’s grace will touch 
you and fill you with the hope and commitment to live your life with peace, 
courage, compassion, and love.  
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 

Processional Hymn 
How Great Thou Art – CP 423 (v. 1, 3, 4) 

1. O Lord my God! 

When I in awesome wonder 

consider all the works thy hand hath made, 

I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 

thy power throughout the universe displayed. 

 

REFRAIN: 

Then sings my soul,  

my Saviour God, to thee, 

How great thou art!   

How great thou art! 

 

3. But when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 

sent him to die, I scarce can take it in, 

that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 

he bled and died to take away my sin. 

REFRAIN 

 

3. When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 

and claim his own, what joy shall fill my heart! 

Then shall I bow in humble adoration, 

and there proclaim, “My God, how great thou art!” 

REFRAIN 

 

Greeting 
Celebrant:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ  

and the love of God and the fellowship of       

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
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All:             And also, with you. 

Celebrant:  Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   

All:            And blessed be God's kingdom forever. 

Amen. 

Collect for Purity  
Celebrant:   Almighty God,  

All:             to whom all hearts are open, all desires 

known, and from you no secrets are 

hidden, cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 

we may perfectly love you and worthily 

magnify your holy name, through Christ 

our Lord. Amen.   

Kyrie Eleison  

All:             Lord, have mercy upon us,  

   Christ, have mercy upon us,  

   Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Collect of the Day  
Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came 

from heaven to be the true bread which gives life to the 

world, evermore give us this bread, that he may live in 

us, and we in him, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

A Reading from the Book of Joshua 
Joshua 5:9–12 

The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from 

you the disgrace of Egypt.” And so that place is called 

Gilgal to this day. 
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While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the 

passover in the evening on the fourteenth day of the month 

in the plains of Jericho. On the day after the passover, on 

that very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened 

cakes and parched grain. The manna ceased on the day 

they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no 

longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan 

that year.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Gradual hymn 
Forty Days and Forty Nights – CP 175 (v. 1, 2, 3, 5) 

1. Forty days and forty nights   

you were fasting in the wild,  

forty days and forty nights tempted, 

and yet undefiled: 

 

2. Burning heat throughout the day, 

bitter cold when light had fled, 

prowling beasts around your way, 

stones your pillow, earth your bed. 

 

3. Shall not we your trials share,  

learn your discipline of will,  

and with you by fast and prayer  

wrestle with the powers of hell? 

 
The Gospel 
Luke 15:1–3, 11b–32 

The Lord be with you. 
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And also, with you. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke.  

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to 

listen to him. And the Pharisees and the scribes were 

grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and 

eats with them.” 

Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. The 

younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the 

share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided 

his property between them. A few days later the younger 

son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, 

and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 

When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place 

throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So he 

went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that 

country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He 

would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the 

pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. But when 

he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s 

hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am 

dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I 

will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and 

before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; 

treat me like one of your hired hands.”’ So he set off and 

went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father 

saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put 

his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to 

him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 

I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father 

said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best 
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one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals 

on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat 

and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive 

again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to 

celebrate. 

“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and 

approached the house, he heard music and dancing. He 

called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He 

replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed 

the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and 

sound.’ Then he became angry and refused to go in. His 

father came out and began to plead with him. But he 

answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have 

been working like a slave for you, and I have never 

disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me 

even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my 

friends. But when this son of yours came back, who has 

devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the 

fatted calf for him!’ Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you 

are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we 

had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours 

was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been 

found.’” 

The Gospel of Christ. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
5. Saviour, may we hear your voice-- 

keep us constant at your side;  

and with you we shall rejoice 

at the eternal Eastertide. 
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The Sermon 
By the Rev. Garfield Wu 

 

Anthem: “Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church” 
 

The Apostle’s Creed  

Celebrant: Let us confess the faith of our baptism as we 

say, 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator 

of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our 

Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 

Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He descended to the 

dead. On the third day, he rose again. He 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again 

to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People 
Litany #14 – Lent (from BAS p. 121) 

Celebrant: With confidence and trust let us pray to 

the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.” 

For the one holy catholic and apostolic 

Church throughout the world, we pray to 
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you, Lord. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Celebrant: For the mission of the Church, that 

in faithful witness it may preach the 

gospel to the ends of the earth, we 

pray to you, Lord. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Celebrant: For those preparing for baptism and 

for their teachers and sponsors, we 

pray to you, Lord. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Celebrant: For peace in the world, that a spirit 

of respect and reconciliation may 

grow among nations and peoples, 

we pray to you, Lord. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Celebrant: For the poor, the persecuted, the 

sick, and all who suffer; for 

refugees, prisoners, and all in 

danger; that they may be relieved 

and protected, we pray to you, 

Lord. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Celebrant: For all whom we have injured or 

offended, we pray to you, Lord. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Celebrant: For grace to amend our lives and to 

further the reign of God, we pray to 

you, Lord. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 
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Family Cycle of Prayer:  

Simone & Maurizio Chen, Sheila Clarke, Dean & Janet 

Correia, Bradley & Kristen Cousins, Wendy & Carl 

Cousins, Hugh & Leasa Cumming, and their families. 

 
In the Diocese of Niagara: 

St. George's, Guelph; The Interim Team; Canon Jean 

Mitchell, Priest Assistant; the Rev. Dan Cyr, Honorary 

Assistant; the Rev. Craig Luccock, Honorary Assistant; 

Canon William Rainey, Honorary Assistant; Archdeacon 

Peter Moore, Honorary Assistant; the Rev. Gordon Walls, 

Honorary Assistant; Dr. Barbara Sykes, Honorary 

Assistant; and the people of that parish. 

Let us take a moment to say the names of those we know 

to be in need, or allow those things are weighing heavy 

our on our hearts this day to come before the Lord. […] 

So, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray to 

the mercy and protection of our heavenly Father. Amen 

 

Confession and Absolution 

Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in 

love and infinite in mercy; he welcomes 

sinners and invites them to his table. Let us 

confess our sins, confident in God's 

forgiveness. 

Celebrant: Most merciful God, 

All: we confess that we have sinned against 

you in Thought, Word, and Deed, by 

what we have done, and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with 
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our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbours as ourselves. We are truly 

sorry, and we humbly repent. For the 

sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us and forgive us, that we may 

delight in your will, and walk in your 

ways, to the glory of your name. Amen 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your 
sins, confirm and strengthen you in 
all goodness, and keep you in eternal 
life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 
The Peace 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 
Preparation of the Gifts 

Offertory Hymn 

Giver of the Perfect Gift – CP 180 (v. 1, 3, 4, 5) 

 
1. Giver of the perfect gift, 

only hope of human race, 

hear the prayer our hearts uplift,  

trembling at thy throne of grace. 

 

3. Who can save us, Lord, but thou? 

Let thy mercy show thy power.   

Lo, we plead thy promise now,  
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now, in this the accepted hour. 

 

4. Oh! may these our Lenten days,  

blest by thee, with thee be passed,  

that with purer, nobler praise  

we may keep thy feast at last. 

 

5. God the holy Trinity,  

grant the mercy we implore;  

God the One, all praise to thee  

through the ages evermore. 

 

The Prayer over the Gifts 
God of mercy and compassion, your Word calls us home 

to faith and love. Accept all we offer you this day, in the 

name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer #4) 

 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts, 

All: We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant: It is right to give you thanks and praise, O 

Lord, our God, sustainer of the universe, 

you are worthy of glory and praise. 

All: Glory to you for ever and ever.  
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Celebrant: At your command all things came to be: 

the vast expanse of interstellar space, 

galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, 

and this fragile earth, our island home; by 

your will they were created and have their 

being. 

All: Glory to you for ever and ever. 

Celebrant: From the primal elements you brought 

forth the human race, and blessed us with 

memory, reason, and skill; you made us the 

stewards of creation. 

All: Glory to you for ever and ever. 

Celebrant: But we turn against you, and betray your 

trust; and we turn against one another. 

Again and again you call us to return. 

Through the prophets and sages you reveal 

your righteous law. In the fullness of time 

you sent your Son, born of a woman, to be 

our Saviour. He was wounded for our 

transgressions, and bruised for our 

iniquities. By his death he opened to us the 

way of freedom and peace. 

All: Glory to you for ever and ever. 

Celebrant: Therefore we praise you, joining with the 

heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, 

and martyrs, and with those in every 

generation who have looked to you in 

hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in 

their unending hymn: 
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All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power 

and might, heaven and earth are full of 

your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of 

the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

Celebrant: Blessed are you, Lord our God, for sending 

us Jesus, the Christ, who on the night he 

was handed over to suffering and death, 

took bread, said the blessing, broke the 

bread, gave it to his friends, and said, 

“Take this, and eat it: this is my body 

which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

In the same way, after supper, he took the 

cup of wine; he gave you thanks, and said, 

“Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of 

the new covenant, which is shed for you 

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

All: Glory to you for ever and ever. 

Celebrant: Gracious God, we recall the death of your 

Son Jesus Christ, we proclaim his 

resurrection and ascension, and we look 

with expectation for his coming as Lord of 

all the nations. We who have been 

redeemed by him, and made a new people 

by water and the Spirit, now bring you 

these gifts. Send your Holy Spirit upon us 

and upon this offering of your Church, that 



 

14 

we who eat and drink at this holy table may 

share the divine life of Christ our Lord. 

All: Glory to you for ever and ever. 

Celebrant: Pour out your Spirit upon the whole earth 

and make it your new creation. Gather 

your Church together from the ends of the 

earth into your kingdom, where peace and 

justice are revealed, that we, with all your 

people, of every language, race, and 

nation, may share the banquet you have 

promised; through Christ, with Christ, and 

in Christ, all honour and glory are yours, 

creator of all. 

All: Glory to you for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Lord's Prayer 
Celebrant: And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, 

we are bold to say: 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those, who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant: We break this bread, 

All: Communion in Christ’s body once 

broken. 

Celebrant: Let your Church be the wheat which bears 

its fruit in dying. 

All: If we have died with him, 

we shall live with him; 

if we hold firm, 

we shall reign with him. 

 
The Communion  

Celebrant: 

All: 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 

the world: have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 

the world: have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 

the world: grant us peace. 

Invitation to Spiritual Communion 

Celebrant: Dear friends, I invite you in this moment, 

wherever you may be, to receive Christ, in 

communion with the saints, and the 

gathering of God’s people, unseen and yet 

present with us now. Many are made one. 
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The following prayer is said by all, during this prayer the 

elements may be elevated, in offering to the people. 

Celebrant: We receive you Lord Jesus Christ, 

All: I worship and adore you, Lord Jesus 

Christ, present in bread and wine, and 

present in your people, who are 

gathered in spirit. In this moment I join 

with them to receive you in my heart, 

and in our community. 

May you, enthroned on the altar, be now 

enthroned in my heart, may you, 

present in bread and wine, feed and 

renew my soul, may you, who gives 

yourself to us again, fill us with grace, 

and heavenly blessing. 

Even as I am fed, may my hunger for 

you and for your reign of justice and 

peace increase, that I may, with your 

Spirit, work for that day when your 

kingdom shall come on earth as it is 

heaven. Amen.  

 

 

The Eucharist 
You are encouraged to receive the Holy Communion, standing or kneeling at the 

communion rail or at your request in your seat. In accordance with COVID-19 

health guidelines, only the host will be distributed. Let us know if you require a 

gluten-free wafer. If you prefer a blessing only, please indicate so by crossing 

your arms. If you find it difficult to get to the altar, we will be honoured to bring 

the Holy Communion to you. 

 

THE SENDING OF GOD'S PEOPLE 
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The Prayer after Communion 
Giver of life, you enlighten all who come into the world. 

Fill our hearts with the splendour of your grace, that we 

may perfectly love you and worthily praise your holy 

name, through Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 

 

Doxology 

Celebrant: Glory to God 

All: whose power, working in us, can do 

infinitely more than we can ask or 

imagine. Glory to God from generation 

to generation, in the Church and in 

Christ Jesus, forever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing 
The Celebrant blesses the people, and all respond, 

Amen. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Recessional Hymn   
Your Hand, O God, Has Guided – CP 444 (v. 1, 2, 5) 
 

1.Thy hand, O God, has guided 

thy flock, from age to age; 

the wondrous tale is written, 

full clear, on every page; 

our fathers owned thy goodness, 

and we their deeds record; 

and both of this bear witness: 

one Church, one faith, one Lord. 
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2. Thy heralds brought glad tidings 

to greatest, as to least; 

they bade men rise, and hasten 

to share the great King's feast; 

and this was all their teaching, 

in every deed and word, 

to all alike proclaiming 

one Church, one faith, one Lord. 

 

5. And we, shall we be faithless? 

Shall hearts fail, hands hang down? 

Shall we evade the conflict, 

and cast away our crown? 

Not so: in God's deep counsels 

some better thing is stored; 

we will maintain, unflinching, 

one church, one faith, one Lord. 

 
 
The Dismissal 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord, love others. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

 

Postlude 
This liturgy is used with the permission of the Bishop of Niagara. 

This service is adapted from The Book of Alternative Services (BAS). The 

Book of Alternative Services, copyright © 2019 by the General Synod of 

the Anglican Church of Canada; all rights reserved; reproduced under 

license. Common Worship, copyright © 2019 by the Archbishop's 

Council; used by permission; all rights reserved. 
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READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY 

Jeremiah 31:31-34; John 12:20-33 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 

WEEKDAY SERVICES ONLINE 

In the Diocese of Niagara 

We invite you to join any of the online services below during the week – 
links are available in our parish e-newsletters. 
 

MONDAY 
7 am - Morning Prayer 

Holy Cross Lutheran 
  

MORNING PRAYER AND BIBLE STUDY 
Each Wednesday at 9:30 am 

Our Morning Prayer services continue at St. Luke’s and online! Join 
us for a nourishing liturgy followed by a short Bible Study each 
Wednesday morning. This is a fun and friendly time of discussion 
and learning. No prior knowledge of the Bible is required. Come and 
check it out!  
 

This Wednesday’s Readings:  
Psalms 101 & 109:1-4, 20-30; Genesis 50:15-26; 

1 Corinthians 12:1-11; John 5:19-30 
 

Contact: garfield@stlukepalermo.ca 
or 647-878-8650 for details! 

 
Use this Zoom Link to join the service online: 

https://zoom.us/j/8608948908 
 

Meeting ID: 860 894 8908 
Passcode: 810921 
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TUESDAY 
By 5pm - Contemporary Evening Prayer 

St. Luke’s, Burlington 
 7 pm – Evening Prayer 

Holy Cross Lutheran 
 

WEDNESDAY 
From 8 am – Morning Prayer / Book of Alternative Services 

St. Simon’s, Oakville 
10 am – Morning Prayer / Iona Liturgy 

St. Matthew-on-the-Plains, Burlington 
10 am – Morning Prayer  

Grace, Waterdown 
9:30 am – Morning Prayer  
St Luke’s Palermo (Oakville) 

12 Noon – Prayers on Zoom 
St. John’s, Nelson 

2 pm – Contemplative Prayer (Centering Prayer) 
St Luke’s, Burlington 

By 4 pm – Celtic Prayer Service with Reflection 
St. George’s, Lowville 

 

THURSDAY 
By 5 pm – Contemporary Evening Prayer 

St. Luke’s, Burlington 
7 pm – Evening Prayer 

Holy Cross Lutheran 
  

FRIDAY 
9 am – Morning Prayer & Virtual Coffee 

St. Cuthbert’s, Oakville 
(Second Friday of the month) 

5 pm – Taizé Night Prayer 
St Luke’s, Burlington 
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St. Luke’s Spring Gift Card Sale 

Begins TODAY Sunday, March 27! 

It’s back again! Now until Easter Sunday, April 
17, shop for a great selection of gift cards and 

support St. Luke’s ministries at: 
stlukepalermo.ca/giftcardsale  

Our gift card sale is a great opportunity to find gift 
ideas and cover every day purchases, while also 

supporting St. Luke’s ministries and programs. 

The Clearview Ensemble 

invites you to their Spring Community Concert 
Sunday, April 10 at 3:00 pm at St. Luke's, Palermo 
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Health and Safety Protocol: 

• Always wear a mask when in the Church. 

• Please sanitize your hands as you come into the Church, going 
up for communion and coming down after communion and when 
you are leaving the building. 

• Please take your bulletin home with you. 

If you have any of the following symptoms, please contact your 
family doctor. 
Symptoms of COVID-19 can vary from person to person. Symptoms may 
also vary in different age groups. Some of the more commonly reported 
symptoms include: 

• new or worsening cough 

• shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

• temperature equal to or over 38°C 

• feeling feverish 

• chills 

• fatigue or weakness 

• muscle or body aches 

• new loss of smell or taste 

• headache 

• gastrointestinal symptoms (abdominal pain, diarrhea, vomiting) 

• feeling very unwell 

Children have been more commonly reported to have abdominal 
symptoms and skin changes or rashes. 
In severe cases, the infection can lead to death. Symptoms may take up 
to 14 days to appear after exposure to COVID-19. 
Evidence indicates that the virus can be transmitted to others from 
someone who is infected but not showing symptoms. This includes 
people who: 

• have not yet developed symptoms (pre-symptomatic) 

• never develop symptoms (asymptomatic) 

While experts know that these kinds of transmissions are happening 
among those in close contact or in close physical settings, it is not known 
to what extent. This means it is extremely important to follow the 
proven preventative measures. 
For more information, please look online at  

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-

health/services/diseases/coronavirus-disease-covid-19.html  
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Thank you for joining us today.  

We do hope that you will come again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
  

fb.me/stlukepalermo  
 

@stlukepalermo 
 

@stlukepalermo 
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